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detail a night slaughter of the innocents which, but
for our recent experiences of our civilized war, would be
considered unbelievable in actual practice. The grim fact
is that the terrorists have, in absolute honesty, earnestness
and with cogency, used the Gita, which some of them
knew by heart, in defence of their doctrine and policy.
Only they have no answer to my interpretation of the
Gita, except to say that mine is wrong and theirs is right.
Time alone will show whose is right. The Gita is not a
theoretical treatise. It is a living but silent guide whose
directions one has to understand by patient striving.
The Statesman writer next likens Canon Sheppard's
position to that of Arjuna. Surely this is a faulty analogy,
hastily drawn. Arjuna was the commander-in-chief of the
Pandava forces. He became suddenly paralyzed when he
contemplated the awful scene before him. As general he
knew exactly what he had to do. He knew that he had to
war against his cousins. His paralysis was due to momentary
weakness. He could not have given up the task before him
without creating the utmost confusion and disorder, and
bringing disgrace on himself and his innumerable friends
and followers. He was bound to engage himself and his
followers in the terrible slaughter for which he had trained
himself and them. It is profitless to conjecture what would
have happened if non-violence in thought, word and deed
had suddenly but really possessed him.
That rich possession, let us hope, has come to Dick
Sheppard and his companions. Anyway, so far as I know,
his position is wholly different from Arjuna's. He is no
general of any army drawn up in battle array. He makes
no distinction between kinsmen and others. For him man
is man, no matter where he is born, or what his skin is,
or what he calls himself. After having prayerfully searched
through the book which for him is the Book of Life, he
has been driven to the conclusion that he may not hurt his
fellowmen for gain for himself or his country, and that
therefore he must himself abstain from participation,
direct or indirect, in war. He naturally takes the next
step of preaching to his neighbours the doctrine of peace

